INTRODUCTION
The National Library of Ireland's holdings constitute the most comprehensive collection of Irish documentary material in the world and offer an invaluable representation of women's roles in history and heritage. Documents relating to individual women and organisations pertinent to the history of women are distributed throughout the collections of the National Library. This research guide outlines the procedure to locate sources for researching women's history which are contained in the department of manuscripts and provides a brief description and contextual background of relevant collections.
It is noteworthy that sources concerning women in history may also be contained in other collections or records not specifically mentioned here and the following catalogues should be utilised for an exhaustive search.
HOW TO FIND MANUSCRIPTS IN THE NATIONAL LIBRARY
Manuscripts are catalogued and listed in a number of different places, depending on the year they were received into the library. In order to complete a comprehensive search of your chosen topic it is important that you search ALL of the following catalogues.
Printed Catalogues
There are three published catalogues which can be found in the Main Reading Room, and the Manuscripts Reading Room Volume II. Lists manuscripts by the institution in which they are held.
Note:
Hayes, Manuscript Sources is a union catalogue and includes the holdings of a number of libraries and archives in Ireland and overseas, therefore, you will also find references to manuscripts of Irish interest that are held in other institutions. Manuscripts that are held in the NLI can be clearly identified; they are listed as follows: 
MS and MSS (Manuscript and
Manuscripts
Online Catalogues
Manuscripts catalogued after 1990, are all available through two online sources:
a. Single items or very small collections are listed through the online catalogue www.nli.ie which is available remotely and in the Manuscript and Main Reading Rooms. Entries are searched alphabetically by keyword.
b. Larger collections of manuscripts are catalogued as comprehensive collection lists. Individual lists are available to download as a pdf file online at www.nli.ie through the catalogues and databases link. Lists provide a detailed description of the contents of individual collections and can be searched online by keyword. A complete index to the Collection Lists and printed copies of individual lists are also available to consult in the Manuscript Reading Room.
Other Online Finding Aids
The 
MANUSCRIPTS AND COLLECTIONS
The following provides a brief description of documents pertinent to women in Irish history held in the manuscript department of the NLI. The descriptions include key themes of interest, the extent of the collections and where relevant, a further reference source for a detailed catalogue. In order to form a comprehensive list of significant collections, manuscripts relating to women have been grouped around various themes and subjects including Literature and Theatre; Music and the Arts; Politics; Religion; Academia; Diaries and Personal Papers. It is significant that the lives of many of the higher profile women are interconnected and they are often related to each other or are members of the same organisation. Therefore, when researching individual women it is worth consulting the collections of other women they worked with or are related to. Of particular interest are the Sheehy Skeffington papers which provide exceptionally valuable documentation for the history of the women's suffrage movement. Material in this collection includes correspondence from a considerable number of female activists and it is therefore useful to complete a name search in the Sheehy Skeffington catalogue if researching women from the first decades of the twentieth century.
Please note that in addition to the manuscripts department, material relating to Irish women in history can also be found in other collections and departments of the National Library, see Other Collections of Interest at the end of this guide.
Literature and Theatre
This category contains a list of female authors, listed alphabetically by their last name. It is noteworthy that many of these women were also involved in nationalist and political movements, for example Eva Gore-Booth is possibly best known as an author and is therefore, included in this section. However, GoreBooth was also an active political campaigner for the trade union, suffrage and nationalist movements. This section also contains a list of organisations concerned with publishing women writers.
Teresa Brayton Papers 1 microfilm reel: P 7663
Teresa Brayton . Lynch was a hugely popular author of children's stories, mostly set in Ireland. These papers consist of drafts and proof copies of her books, articles, short stories, some unpublished material and personal correspondence. The notes and cuttings of articles by Lynch are of particular interest because of the new light they shed on her fictional writings. Her husband, R.M. Fox was a journalist, historian and republican sympathiser. Fox published a number of books centred on the Irish Nationalist struggle and was particularly interested in the contributions women made to the movement. Fox visited many of the women he wrote about and his papers include accounts of these visits and correspondence with the women. , began her publishing career in 1936, using the pseudonym Elizabeth Connor. This collection includes manuscripts, contracts, correspondence and reviews of Troy's work. Also included are documents concerning Troy's two younger sisters who were also involved with the arts. The musical compositions and manuscripts of Gráinne Troy (1913 Troy ( -1970 , who taught at the Sedgley Park Training School in Manchester, and the poetry of Shevaun Troy O'Casey (1880 O'Casey ( -1964 , and academics, writers, theatre producers, actors, friends, fans and others. The collection includes a section dedicated to correspondence with women.
Dorothy

Papers of James Plunkett Collection List No. 98
A collection of literary and other papers of the novelist James Plunkett , author of Strumpet City. Includes a large number of letters from female authors and actors.
Music and the Arts
Includes the papers of female artists, musicians and women involved with fashion; listed alphabetically by last name.
Lady Elizabeth Butler Gormanston Papers Collection List No. 132
These family papers include a small number of items concerning Elizabeth Butler, née Thompson (1846 Thompson ( -1933 
Elizabeth Rivers Collection List No. 136
Elizabeth Joyce Rivers (1903 Rivers ( -1964 was an artist and author; she was born and trained in England, though she spent most of her adult life in Ireland. Her book Stranger in Aran was the last work to be published by the Cuala Press. Her collection consists of manuscript, photographic, printed and artistic material. 
Ruth Shine
Politics
This category includes a list of individual women involved in political movements; including nationalist, suffrage and humanitarian organisations. The women are listed alphabetically by last name.
Eithne Coyle Memoirs 26 pages typescript: MS 28,818/ 1
Eithne Coyle , joined Cumann na mBan in 1918; she carried arms and acted as a courier and was eventually arrested in county Roscommon. Her memoirs were written while she was serving with the organisation from . See also an account of Róisín Colbert's service with Cumann na mBan during this time (1919) (1920) (1921) (1922) 
Sadhbh and Maighread Trench MS 13,844
Francesca Chenevix Trench (1881-1918) adopted the name Sadhbh Trínseach during the Gaelic Revival, although she was commonly known as Cesca. She kept a detailed diary of her involvement in the national movement as a member of Cumann na mBan, details of which are listed in the Manuscript Reading Room card catalogue. 
Political Organisations
This section comprises the records of organisations that were founded by women and comprised mainly female members. 
Religion
This section includes the personal papers of women relating to religious organisations and institutions and also papers of religious institutions. 
Quaker
Diaries and Personal Papers
This section comprises the diaries and personal papers of women, including collections from a number of 'unknown' women. Often diaries and letters provide fascinating accounts of the social, cultural and political standing of women in different communities and eras in Ireland. The women are listed alphabetically by their last name. 
Lady Eleanor Butler and Sarah
Other Collections of Interest
In addition to the manuscripts department, material relating to Irish women in history can also be found in other collections and departments of the National Library. 3. Books and Periodicals are held in the main library building. The National Library holds a wide variety of printed material of Irish and general interest. For books written by or about women in Irish history see the online catalogue at www.nli.ie a selection of relevant books is listed at the end of this guide. Additionally, the periodicals collection contains many interesting and often overlooked publications, dating from the eighteenth century to the present day and can include anything from the annual report of a major corporation, to a small local history magazine. The newspaper collection is also held in the main library and is one of the most heavily used collections. Newspapers are a major research source for political, economic and social history. Information on our newspaper collection, including the NEWSPLAN project is also available online.
ADDITIONAL SOURCES Useful E-Resources:
Electronic Resources are online sources of information; they are generally in the form of journal articles, databases, websites, subject guides or searchable full text digitised collections. The National Library subscribes to a number of these resources which offer access to a rich variety of digital content held elsewhere.
Readers can access these resources onsite, from the computer workstations in 
